
at Birkenhead School, Oxton

Three CelebriTy 
reCiTals

TWO RIVERS
F E S T I V A L

TWO RIVERS
F E S T I V A L

JONATHAN SMALL, oboe 
IAN BUCKLE, piano

EntEntE CordialE
English and French music 

of the 20 and 21C
Friday 6 February at 7.30pm

NATALIE CLEIN, cello

MEditatiVE MoMEntS
Music by Bach and Kodaly

tuesday 17 March at 7.30pm

NORIKO OGAWA, piano

SoUndPiCtUrES
Music by Mozart, Debussy 

Takemitsu, Greig and Chopin
Friday 24 april at 7.30pm

2009

the two rivers Festival is an initiative devised by 
Andrew Thomson and Peter Davison to create a new 
festival of music and the arts in Wirral. The aim is to use 
many of the beautiful buildings and locations on Wirral 
for arts events to draw attention to the heritage of the 
area. Wirral is a place of passage, a gateway to the sea 
and the Celtic lands. It is a landscape located between 
two great rivers, the Mersey and the Dee, steeped in 
history and surrounded by many natural wonders. the 
two rivers Festival will celebrate the arts in one of the 
least known but attractive environments in Britain.

We are grateful to the Headmaster of Birkenhead School 
for kind permission to use the Bushell Hall and School 
Chapel for the festival in 2009.

Ticket Prices Full U21s
Per concert £15.00 £   7.50
Subscribe to all three £40.00 £20.00
(Subscription offer applies until 6 February 2009) NB All seating is unreserved 

How to book

By post
Please return the form below with a sae to: Mr. M. Hudson, 
Birkenhead School, 58 Beresford Rd, Prenton CH43 2JD

By telephone
Call (0151) 651 3095 during school office hours. Major credit cards will 
be accepted. A booking fee of £2.00 per transaction will be charged.

Purchase tickets on the night
Tickets may also be purchased by cash or cheque on the door, but 
seat-availability cannot be guaranteed in the event of a sell-out 
performance.  Credit cards cannot be accepted.

refreshments
Light refreshments will be sold during the interval of each concert

How to find the Bushell Hall and School Chapel
Birkenhead School is in Oxton, situated on the hill going west out of 
Birkenhead town centre. For access to the Bushell Hall, please use the 
Bidston Road entrance. The School Chapel can also be accessed from 
Beresford Road.

data Protection
Any information provided will be treated in accordance with the data protection 
act and will only be used for the purposes stated.

Programme changes and refunds
The promoters reserve the right to make changes to the advertised programme, 
but in the event of any artist’s cancellation a full refund will be payable.

Concert Date No.@full-price No.@ half-price Cost sub-total

Fri 6 Feb

Tues 17 Mar

Fri 24 Apr

Subscriptions

TOTAL

Should we need to contact you, it would be helpful if you could 
provide the following:

Name
Address

 Postcode
Evening tel. no
E-mail

DETACHABLE BOOKING FORM



MEditatiVE MoMEntS

Natalie Clein, solo cello

tuesday 17 March at 7.30pm 
the School Chapel, Birkenhead School

J.S. Bach, Suite for cello in G
J.S. Bach, Suite for cello in C
Kodaly, Sonata for solo cello

EntEntE CordialE

Jonathan Small, oboe    Ian Buckle, piano

Friday 6 February at 7.30pm 
the Bushell Hall, Birkenhead School

Britten, Temporal Variations
Frank Martin, Sonata da Chiesa 

Michael Small, New Work (première)
Gilles Silvestrini, Six Etudes (oboe solo)

Eric Coates, Three Lyric Pieces (piano solo)
Herbert Howells, Sonata

SoUndPiCtUrES

Noriko Ogawa, piano

Friday 24 april at 7.30pm 
the Bushell Hall, Birkenhead School

Mozart, Theme & variations on
‘Ah, vous dirai-je, Maman’ K.265

Debussy, Arabesque no.1, Clair de lune,
La fille aux cheveux de lin, Images (Book I),

selection from Douze Etudes
Takemitsu, Rain Tree Sketch I & II

Grieg, Nocturne, Wedding in Troldhaugen,
Holberg Suite

Chopin, “Minute” Waltz,  Scherzo no.2

Tickets £15.00, U21s half-price Tickets £15.00, U21s half-price Tickets £15.00, U21s half-price

Cellist Natalie Clein won the Classical Brit Award for Young 
British Performer in 2005 and became BBC Young Musician 
of the Year (aged 16) in 1994.  In the atmospheric Victorian 
surroundings of the School Chapel, she plays two of Bach’s 
cello suites; among the finest examples of music for any 
unaccompanied instrument. Meditative, inventive and 
playful, these profound works explore the rich tradition of 
Baroque dance forms. Kodaly’s Sonata is characterised by 
intense expression and extreme virtuosity.  Suffused with 
wild Hungarian dance-rhythms, it exploits the full poetical 
potential of this most soulful of instruments.

To launch the season, the RLPO’s principal oboe, Jonathan 
Small and Manchester-based pianist, Ian Buckle offer a survey 
of English and French music from this and the last century.  
Rightly praised as a leading international player, Jonathan 
will display the full range of his instrument’s colours and 
expressive qualities.  The programme explores music of two 
nations, both allies and rivals, and contrasts solo items for 
both performers. The festival has also commissioned a new 
work from Jonathan’s son, Michael who studies composition 
at the Royal Northen College of Music.

Japanese pianist Noriko Ogawa made her name at the Leeds 
Piano Competition in 1987, and has since become a leading 
performer in the UK, Japan and around the world.  In a 
programme that mixes the popular with the unfamiliar, she 
plays Debussy and music by Japanese composer, Takemitsu, 
who was deeply influenced by musical impressionism. 
Noriko is known for her fine touch and fluent virtuosity, 
bringing a rare sensibility to all her music-making.


